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Context and highlights
Henley Beach PS commenced the 2020 school year with 480 students, with 10% School Card, 4.3% IESP funding, 
14.96% EALD and 1.02% ATSI Aboriginal students at the school. 2020 has been an exceptionally unique year due to the 
impact of COVID-19. The challenges presented, both within our school community and beyond, have been numerous 
and significant. Students, staff and families have demonstrated much resilience, support and understanding during this 
time and this has enabled the school to navigate through these circumstances as best as possible.

At the end of term 2 the school community farewelled principal Shane Misso, who after 16 years as principal commenced 
a leadership position at another school. Another long standing staff member, Judy Isaac, retired at the end of the year. 
We thank both Shane and Judy for their contribution to the school.

Staff continue to show a strong commitment to their own professional growth within the context of the school’s 
improvement priorities. Raising achievement in literacy and numeracy for all students provides focus for our work and 
staff strive to provide teaching and learning experiences that meets our learners’ needs. Alongside these areas, students 
have the opportunity to experience a diverse curriculum which includes the specialist areas of Performing Arts, Physical 
Education, Science, Technologies and Italian. Collaboration with other schools within the Western Adelaide Partnership 
remains an important part of our school systems, with teacher moderation of student learning tasks and transition to high 
school being key areas of focus.

Actions from the 2019 family consultation initiative resulted in the completion of several upgrades across the school 
including the installation of new basketball/netball goals, line marking, tree planting and the painting of classrooms. A 
project that was completed mid-year which will be an outstanding resource into the future is the junior primary outdoor 
learning and play area. This space has been an excellent addition to the school’s facilities.

Highlights for 2020 include:
- Upper Primary Choir.
- Our annual Sports Day, despite being held later in the year, was a success. Congratulations to Sandpipers.
- Henley Beach winning the district Athletics Day.
- Student wellbeing initiatives under the coordination of Donna Nitschke.
- Year 6 camp to Woodhouse.
- Nunga Group and Grub Club activities.

Please refer to attached document.

Governing council report
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Under the guidance of the school’s Assistant Principals who each have a designated focus in Literacy and Numeracy, a 
range of actions and strategies were implemented to make progress towards strategic targets and challenges of 
practice. As a part of the school’s self-review processes, a strategy was introduced that involved the formation of site 
improvement teams in Literacy and Mathematics. These teams, composed of voluntary teachers, will take a leading role 
in researching, trialling and leading the learning of colleagues in identified evidence based teaching and learning 
strategies. 

Literacy Key Actions 2020
• JP teachers were trained in InitiaLit.
• Decodable phonics readers were purchased and aligned with InitiaLit guided reading levels for home learning
• InitiaLit PD was provided for SSO staff.
• JP teachers held an InitiaLit parent information session 
• Two primary teachers, trained as Seven Steps coaches in 2019, worked with Y4-7 staff as coaches
• All staff consolidated their use of the narrative Brightpath ruler in Terms 1 and 2 and were introduced to the Persuasive 
ruler.
• Opportunity to moderate writing samples and share Literacy resources across partnership schools (Pupil Free Day)
• All staff received PD in using Brightpath data to plan next steps in learning for students and were introduced to the 
online assessment and reporting tools
• Two JP teachers were trained as Writing Champions, with PD led by Lisa Burman Writers Workshop which was 
introduced as an approach to writing across R/Y1
• SSO MacqLit training in preparation for Y3  intervention support in 2021

Outcomes
• 92% of Y1 students met benchmark for the Y1 Phonics Screen Test
• Increased staff confidence and accuracy in moderation of writing samples – most scale scores were in-line with 
Brightpath external moderation scores
• A consistent approach to Literacy across R-2 including guided reading, comprehension and grammar
• Evidence of Seven Steps techniques being implemented across Y4-7 and staff feedback indicates higher levels of 
engagement in writing

Next Steps
• Reading tool researched to track reading and comprehension progress beyond Level 30 Running Records
• Develop a range of reading strategies Y3-7
• Increase and strengthen teacher capacity in delivering a balanced approach to teaching writing
• Literacy SIP team to research and incubate writing models and techniques

Numeracy Key Actions 2020
• Pupil Free Day assigned to Big Ideas in Number and training given on PAT resources (following Numeracy Audit)
• Numeracy Leader led analysis of PAT M data; teachers created a plan to address needs of targeted students and 
curriculum coverage. 
• Two teachers attended Thinking Maths PD, led staff meetings and were observed in class.
• Two teachers worked with the AAMA on Multiplicative Thinking trial - presented strategies at staff meeting.
• Year 5 teachers grouped students to provide stretch and targeted intervention using problem solving.
• Maths Hub with West Lakes Shore School – problem solving extension for high achieving year 5/6 students.
• DfE Curriculum Resources – Numeracy Leader worked with teachers in years 5-7 to explore maths units of work. 
• Intervention maths groups established in UP for targeted D grade students and stretch group for high achievers.

Outcomes
• Teacher understanding of the Big Ideas in Number  improved.
• Yearly overviews for maths created for Years 3-7 – consistent across year levels
• Higher percentage of students achieving in the high bands (8 and 9 PAT) than 2019 very few below SEA across all year 
levels 

Next Steps
• SIP Team to work on differentiation and will share strategies trialled 
• Years 5-7 using the new DfE curriculum units of work for mathematics
• Two teachers will attend the 6-7 Thinking Maths program and one the 3-5 program in 2021
• Intervention groups for targeted students

Quality improvement planning

In term 4 staff completed an Aboriginal Learners audit to identify areas of growth. In 2021 there will be a focus to ensure 
any ATSI student who is below SEA will have access to an intervention program.

3/5 achieved C or higher in English. 2/5 achieved C or higher in Mathematics. 3/3 students achieved DfE SEA in both 
PAT R and PAT M. All ATSI students have an established OCOP. 

Improvement: Aboriginal learners
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young 
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students 
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy. 
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of 
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA for 
reading and numeracy. 

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2020.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across 
all cohorts.
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*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2020.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than 
six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from  2017 to 2020 in the NAPLAN test relative to students 
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 18% 23% 25%

Middle progress group 52% 44% 50%

Lower progress group 30% 33% 25%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 24% 21% 25%

Middle progress group 53% 58% 50%

Lower progress group 22% 21% 25%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2020.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2020.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2019 58 58 38 31 66% 53%

Year 3 2017-2019 Average 68.3 68.3 40.3 35.7 59% 52%

Year 5 2019 73 73 27 21 37% 29%

Year 5 2017-2019 Average 65.0 65.0 28.3 20.3 44% 31%

Year 7 2019 52 52 19 18 37% 35%

Year 7 2017-2019 Average 55.7 55.7 20.0 21.3 36% 38%

This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have demonstrated 
achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2020.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement
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Due to the absence of 2020 NAPLAN data, other student achievement data will be referenced.

Site Improvement Plan Strategic Targets

Writing: elevation and retention of students in the higher bands of achievement. 
In the absence of NAPLAN, the Brightpath moderation process was a key strategy for monitoring student achievement in 
this area. Students completed a narrative and persuasive text in term 1 and term 3. Each text was scored against the 
relevant benchmark from which an effect size was calculated to determine the growth from term 1 to term 3.
Cohort Growth Narrative text:
Yr 1: 0.71 Yr 2: 1.3 Yr 3: 1.05 Yr 4 0.45 Yr 5: 0.65 Yr 6: 0.39 Yr 7: 0.94
Cohort Growth Persuasive text:
Yr 1: 1.81 Yr 2: 1.44 Yr 3 1.15 Yr 4: 0.79 Yr 5: 0.89 Yr 6: 0.72 Yr 7: 0.62
The Brightpath creators are in the process of aligning the benchmarks with NAPLAN assessment scales which will 
provide a helpful reference and comparison in the future.

Reading: 95% of students in Yr 1 reach DfE benchmark in Phonics Assessment, 95% of students meet benchmark in Yr 
1 and 2 reading benchmark and retain and elevate Yr 3-7 students in higher bands.
Yr 1 Phonics Assessment:
This year 96% of students achieved the benchmark and was an increase from 2019 (52%). The Initialit program was 
introduced this year and we will continue to monitor the impact in 2021.

Running Records:
82% of Yr 1 students achieved the benchmark this year compared to 52% in 2019. 42% of Yr 2 students achieved the 
benchmark compared to 67% in 2019.

PAT Reading Assessment:
Yr 3: 93% Yr 4: 94% Yr 5: 96% Yr 6: 88% Yr 7: 96%
Compared to 2019, an increased percentage of students in yr 5 and yr 7 achieved the SEA. Other year levels were 
similar whilst there was a decline in the yr 6 cohort. However, within this same cohort, there was an increased 
percentage of students who achieved in the higher bands. Other year levels recorded similar results to last year in 
relation to the higher bands. 

Mathematics: elevation and retention of students in the higher bands of achievement.
PAT Mathematics Assessment:
Yr 3: 96% Yr 4: 100% Yr 5: 97% Yr 6: 97% Yr 7: 100%
Compared to 2019, an increased percentage of students in yr 4, yr 5 and yr 7 achieved the SEA. Other year levels were 
similar. There was an increased percentage of yr 3, yr 5 and yr 7 students who achieved in the higher bands, other years 
levels were similar to 2019.

A-E Grade Level Achievement

Summary
Differentiation in Maths strategy lessons was a key focus and we will be looking to strengthen our work in this area. 
Engagement with Brightpath, Guided reading, in the context of a balanced reading program, was also a key focus. 
These two areas are key components of the school’s identified challenges of practice. The introduction of a reading 
intervention program, Macqlit, for yr 3 students and above will be implemented to support student needs in this area. A 
numeracy intervention program will also be implemented for identified students. Staff have provided feedback on their 
progress toward embedding the challenges of practice which in turn, will help inform future actions.

School performance comment
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A range of strategies are applied by staff to address behaviour needs. Of formal consequences in 2020, 2 
suspensions, 1 internal suspension and 1 take home was applied. 
An area of focus for the coming year will involve the Student Wellbeing Leader undertaking a review of the 
school’s behaviour policy so that it reflects evidence based strategies for supporting student wellbeing and 
engagement. 
Within the Yr 4-7 student wellbeing and engagement survey the cohort was surveyed in 4 areas of bullying: 
Physical, Verbal, Social and Cyber. Small cohorts of students indicated low wellbeing in these areas with 
verbal bullying being the most prominent area. High levels of students indicated medium to high levels of 
wellbeing in physical, social and cyber bullying. This data is comparable to previous survey data.

Behaviour support comment

Year level 2017 2018 2019 2020

Reception 91.7% 92.7% 93.0% 94.0%

Year 1 93.3% 93.2% 91.9% 88.7%

Year 2 94.2% 94.4% 92.6% 91.8%

Year 3 94.0% 94.6% 92.3% 92.1%

Year 4 94.0% 94.6% 94.1% 91.9%

Year 5 94.3% 93.9% 93.0% 92.2%

Year 6 95.5% 95.1% 93.5% 92.1%

Year 7 92.6% 93.8% 95.0% 92.5%

Primary Other 91.5% 88.6% 91.1% 89.9%

Total 93.7% 94.0% 93.1% 91.8%

Attendance

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
Overall attendance remained at similar levels to past years. End of year data indicates that the overall 
attendance rate for
2020 (93%) is similar to 2019 (92.4%). Attendance monitoring processes are in place, including a focus on 
obtaining appropriate documentation from families if their child is absent. A slight decrease in the number of 
exempted students was noted (2.2% for 2019, 0.4% for 2020). A small percentage of absences are 
'unexplained' (0.6%).
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Relevant history screening
The school ensures that departmental expectations are in place for all volunteers, including the presence of 
WWC clearances, induction information and the maintenance of appropriate documentation.

Intended destination

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2020.

Leave Reason Number %
Employment 0 NA
Interstate/Overseas 20 22.2%
Other 1 1.1%
Seeking Employment 0 NA
Tertiary/TAFE/Training 0 NA
Transfer to Non-Govt School 14 15.6%
Transfer to SA Govt School 53 58.9%
Unknown 2 2.2%
Unknown (TG - Not Found) 0 NA

Client opinion summary
Yr 4-7 Student Wellbeing and Engagement Survey
This survey measures young people’s views about their social and emotional wellbeing, engagement at 
school and experiences outside of school.
Areas of strength:
Emotional engagement with teachers (support and relationships with teachers).
Academic self-concept (perceptions of themselves as students and how interested and confident they feel at 
school).
Areas of growth:
Perseverance (I am a hard worker, I keep at my work).
Belonging (sense of connection to the school).
These areas will be a focus for the Student Wellbeing Leader. Her current work with students and staff in the 
area of executive function will support capacity building of important learning dispositions.

2020 Parent Opinion Survey (approximately 150 respondents)
Areas of strength:
Teachers and students treat each other with respect at the school.
I receive enough communication from the school.
Areas of growth:
The school provides an opportunity for me to have input and have useful discussions about my child’s 
learning.
I know what standard of work the school expects of my child and provides me with useful tips on how to help 
students learn at home.
7 options were presented in the survey for families to respond to in regards to how they like to 
communicate/receive communication. The top 3 were parent teacher interviews, email and apps. The bottom 
3 were events at the school, phone calls and text messages. School newsletters was in the middle of these 
groups.

2020 Staff Survey 
Areas of strength:
The presence of high expectations.
Levels of staff collaboration and site leaders’ visibility and access.
Planning and programming aligns to the Australian Curriculum and has appropriate levels of challenge.
Areas of growth:
Development of shared leadership opportunities, staff voice and understanding of strategic actions/goals.
Systems that enable feedback and review of teacher practice.
Development/review and consistent application of site behaviour policy.

The implementation of site improvement teams in Literacy and Numeracy will support shared leadership 
opportunities across the school and lesson observations will also contribute to feedback strategies.
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All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.

Qualification Level Number of Qualifications
Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas 49
Post Graduate Qualifications 16

Please note: Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification 
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching 
staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff

Teaching Staff Non-Teaching Staff
Indigenous Non-Indigenous Indigenous Non-Indigenous

Full-Time Equivalents 0.0 25.6 0.8 10.8
Persons 0 31 1 17

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2020 .

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2020 .

Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and 
workforce composition

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $4,079,185
Grants: Commonwealth $85,893
Parent Contributions $206,186
Fund Raising $0
Other $42,419

Financial statement

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).
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2020 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*

Tier 2 funding 
section

Tier 2 category (where applicable 
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2020 funding was used to improve the relevant 
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes

Outcomes achieved or progress 
made towards these outcomes

Improved wellbeing and engagement Not applicable Not applicable

Targeted funding for 
individual students

Improved outcomes for students with 
an additional language or dialect

EALD funding is converted to SSO time to work with individual and groups of students. The 
focus is on supporting current classroom based literacy programs and intervention 
structures.

EALD students were not assessed this 
year.

Inclusive Education Support Program 21 students were verified as SWD under the IESP program (13 mainstream and 8 JP special 
class students). This grant was utilised to support the implementation of literacy and 
social/emotional intervention programs.

Students participating in literacy 
intervention have shown growth.

Targeted funding for 
groups of students

Improved outcomes for 
- rural & isolated students
- Aboriginal students
- numeracy and literacy including early 
years support

First language maintenance & 
development
Students taking alternative pathways
IESP support

Numeracy and Literacy funding resourcing was utilised in the following way:
• Supporting student engagement and participation in numeracy and literacy program 
(classroom based).
• Implementing intervention programs (Minilit and Multilit).
• Additional classroom support time was allocated to classes based on achievement data 
to assist with the implementation of teacher lead interventions.
Teachers were supported by literacy and numeracy curriculum leaders who provided 
coaching in these areas. Funding for Aboriginal students was used toward the 
implementation of lit

End of year grade level achievement 
data indicates the following percentage 
of students achieved a C or higher: yr 7 
100%, yr 6 100%, yr 5 94%, yr 4 96%, yr 3 
8

Program funding for 
all students

Australian Curriculum Along with previously mentioned information, teachers were released to meet in PLCs to:
• Moderate and assess student writing samples (Narrative and Persuasive).
• Analyse PAT R and PAT M student achievement.
• Review an

Targeted teaching to address areas of 
student need in literacy and numeracy. 
Stu

Aboriginal languages programs 
Initiatives

Not applicable Not applicable

Better schools funding As per previous section (part 3). As per previous section (part 3).

Other discretionary 
funding

Specialist school reporting (as 
required)

Not applicable Not applicable

*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.



Improved outcomes for gifted students Not applicable Not applicable


